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Sermon Presented by James Londis 

Sligo Church, September 15, 1979 

 

THE MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:6-12, RSV 

 

If you have never done it, you should take time to examine some of the typical magazines that come to 

your home, especially the advertising. When you look at it I think you will pick up there more quickly 

than anyplace else the kind of society in which we live and what it values. I would like to quote from 

some typical advertisements: 

A restaurant advertisement: “…Limited where beautiful people meet for a complete evening of 

enjoyment. Engulf your senses. Delight your palate and dance the hours away with Washington's 

finest live entertainment.” 

A cigarette advertisement: The picture is of a young woman in a yellow bathing suit; she is giving 

the eye to a dark-haired handsome man with his shirt open to his waist, a cigarette dangling from 

his lips. The ad reads, “One of a kind. While others follow maps, he follows his instincts and he 

never goes wrong. He smokes for pleasure and satisfaction. He gets both from … cigarettes.” 

A clothing advertisement: The scene, an attractive blond dressed in tennis clothing, sitting at a 

table with a tennis net in the background. She is looking up at an athletically tanned man, dressed 

in a stylish ensemble. The ad reads, “Our Wimbledon blazer won't improve your tennis, but it may 

improve your score.” Then in smaller print: “The well-dressed man always has a certain look that 

sets him apart from the crowd.” Then the last sentence: “In our blazer you are bound to create a 

racket.” 

When I was living and working in New York City, I would read the society pages, especially "Susie's" 

column. It was very interesting to read what Susie would say about blue bloods—those who sparkle 

and glitter and smile with capped teeth, the Jet Set. These are the people who attend all the galas, who 

dine at the White House, who have made it big. If you shift over to other kinds of news about our 

society, such as the movie magazines, etc. the articles you read imply that happiness is always 

packaged with an attractive woman who is playing a totally unrealistic and meaningless role in a TV 

series and she is now a millionairess. Or the guy who finds his greatest experience in life driving his 

new $100,000 sports car. 

In these columns and stories, you read frequently about the parties they go to, who said what, and 

which swimming pools were jumped into by whom and how everybody at the party was vying for 

position next to the latest celebrity or power broker, whether it be Hollywood or Washington. In this 

week's paper I read about a party held by Henry Kissinger for Frank Sinatra and how Frank didn't want 

Barbara Walters to be invited. When I read that I said to myself, "Now, isn't that so important it should 

go into the newspapers. It is just critical that we know that there is a feud going on between these 

people!" 

If you were trying to summarize what this culture was dedicated to and what it prized most, how 

would you do it? I want to share my "beatitudes" for our world: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit? No. "Happy are those who feel complete in themselves, who sense 

they have arrived, for theirs is the kingdom of earth and we shall all worship at their feet." 
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Happy are those who mourn? No. "Happy are those who don't let the problems and suffering in the 

world bother them, who get it away from themselves, who rise above it and who can handle their 

mistakes without getting hung up on guilt." 

Blessed are the meek? No. "Happy are the self-assertive. Happy are the aggressive who trample 

anybody who gets in their way for theirs is the presidency of the company." 

Happy are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness? No. "Happy are those who hunger and 

thirst after fame and fortune for theirs are the pleasures of life." 

Blessed are the merciful? I'm sorry but it is, "Happy are the hardhearted and unsentimental for 

they shall have power." 

The pure? “Happy are those who are at least a little risqué, a little dishonest, a little greedy, for 

they shall have many friends who identify with them. They shall be filled.” 

When Jesus was on earth he attended a lot of parties and he was accused of being a glutton and a 

drunk. Jesus went, however, because he 'wanted to mix with the people, he wanted to get close to 

them. If the upper classes invited him to a party he attended. 

I would like you to imagine Jesus at a Georgetown cocktail party, to imagine him attending and 

receiving the attention as the latest celebrity. He is the one creating all the stir, the one about whom 

people are speaking. When Jesus speaks at the cocktail party he says, Happy are the poor in spirit for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [Happy is a good translation of the word “blessed” but it still doesn't 

quite define it, because in the Greek it really means, “Oh, the bliss of,” or, “Oh, the joy of the poor in 

spirit,” etc.] That statement there is a tongue-stopper: "Oh, the joy of those who mourn for they shall 

be comforted." By the time Jesus finished reciting these beatitudes, what would have happened to the 

tone of the party. We would call him a party-pooper, wouldn't we? What Jesus would have said and 

these people would have understood clearly, would be a total reversal of everything for which they 

have given their lives; a total reversal of the way they think, feel and act. 

Spending time in these cocktail parties, most of which are boring if you listen to the people who attend 

them, seems so empty, so superficial. Even those of us who call ourselves his disciples are very 

tempted to pick up values, atmosphere and thinking of this world in which we live, which should be 

alien to us. I don't want to exaggerate the difference between disciples and other people, but I don't 

want you to minimize how extreme the difference is. For most of us the distinction between ourselves 

and the world is blurred; it is unclear. If you read church history, when the distinction was clearest (in 

a healthy sense) the church shone the brightest. I'm not talking about superficial things like the way we 

dress or the way we eat. I'm talking about basic values. What the beatitudes say to us is that the kind 

of person most admired by the world is very often least admired by God. 

I have tried to think in my own life of how Jesus' beatitudes have fitted circumstances in which I have 

been placed. I would like to go through some of these with you. 

He says, Oh, the happiness of the poor in spirit: Those who sense their limitations, their 

emptiness, their need, and who because of their awareness of need are stimulated to achieve 
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great things spiritually. It may be that physical poverty is here but primarily it is a spiritual 

lesson. 

When I first became a Christian I had an uncle who was a very successful engineer. He was making lots 

of money back in the fifties. He was designing and blazing roads in South America as many of the 

countries were beginning to develop their interiors. I remember him telling me once that if I would give 

up this business about going into the ministry and would promise him I would go to an engineering 

school or some other professional school, he would pay my way through college. He felt complete. He 

saw me going into the empty life. He saw me having the need while his life was full. If he could only 

give that to his nephew, it would be a tremendous gift that he could give me. Not many years later, 

however, he had to watch his marriage collapse. As a result of all those weeks in the jungle without his 

family, he drank excessively and he died of cirrhosis of the liver. He felt no poverty of spirit. How 

different it is when Jesus speaks! 

Oh, the bliss of those who deeply grieve over their sin, who deeply grieve that they are not 

more compassionate, more tender, more loving, more sensitive to moral evil, more sensitive to 

other people's concerns. Jesus says these people shall be comforted. 

I have only met a few people in my life who in no sense of the word mourn this way. I think almost 

everybody can be hit with something difficult and severe enough that they begin to feel at least a tinge 

of what is happening to other people and perhaps what is happening to themselves. 

I did meet one person who apparently has never had this kind of feeling. It is almost frightening to see 

a person who has no capacity to mourn in this way. When I was working at the Greater New York 

Academy, the students and I were out fundraising (ingathering) at Times Square. It would get 

tremendous crowds around our singing group; it was right before Christmas and there were large 

groups out and they seemed to respond to our appeal. When we would get back to the school to count 

the donations, we would have only $6 or $7 and I couldn't believe the amount was so small. This went 

on for several nights and I was getting discouraged. We were singing in bad weather and really working 

hard for such small amounts. The following week some students came to see me because they were so 

upset. Even though they were reluctant to "rat" on their fellow students, they had learned that two of 

the students who had been helping to do the fundraising had been stealing part of the money. In 

addition to that, after the rest of the students had returned to the academy and then gone home, these 

two boys were going back to the downtown area and were stealing radios, etc. They were bringing 

these stolen goods to the school and were selling it to the students. I was angry first of all about their 

taking the funds we had been raising for charitable purposes, and doubly angry that they then had the 

nerve to steal material from the proprietors that we had just solicited. Selling the stolen items to the 

students was the last straw! 

The principal was gone and I was in charge. I called in the first fellow and told him what the other 

students had reported to me. The minute I hit him with the fact that he had been discovered, he broke 

down and wept and begged us not to tell his mother. I told him it was too late for that and that he was 

up for suspension. We had to notify his parents why we were suspending him. At least this fellow 

reacted with mourning for what he had done. 

The next young man who came in had the most unbelievable attitude. He sat there, as cold and as 
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placid as he could be, and denied it. I started building my case. Finally, when the evidence had all been 

presented, he did admit he had done the stealing. But there was no remorse! I asked myself, "Can this 

be the first totally amoral person I have ever met? None of what he has done seems to touch him at 

all." 

Many people today would think his attitude was a virtue you can cheat on your income tax, ride 

roughshod over other people's feelings, etc. That is not what Jesus said. Even now this second young 

man has no goals, no clear values, no direction in life, and he flits from place to place and problem to 

problem and has never gotten a handle on his life. 

The other fellow has. Sure, he made a dumb mistake, but he had the capacity to mourn and to accept 

comfort. 

To the ordinary mind all of these ways of dealing with our lives and our problems are recipes for 

failure. Here is where the radical character of Jesus' teaching becomes most obvious. Jesus is telling us 

that what is most acceptable to us, most familiar, most immediate and most common, is usually the 

least trustworthy. That means that we have got to discipline ourselves to think very differently than we 

usually do if we are to have the mind of Christ, as Paul puts it in Philippians. That is why when you go 

through the Beatitudes and come to the last two in our Scripture lesson, the end result of all of this is a 

certain kind of persecution. We run against the grain! When there is no offense or stress against the 

world, when there is no feeling that we are at odds with the world, I begin to wonder about the quality 

of our discipleship. These words of Jesus call us to a high ideal and judge us, not in the condemnatory 

way to dump guilt on us; they judge us in the sense that they summon us to a higher commitment and 

a deeper spiritual life. 

Recently I was told a story that dramatized how anyone who says I am going to be a disciple at all 

costs can, under certain circumstances, be asked to pay this deep price. Elder Neal Wilson told us 

about his visit to Rhodesia. He met some of our members who are still suffering through this guerilla 

war. One woman's story particularly impressed him. Some of our believers have been burned, drowned, 

hanged, tortured, etc. This woman's husband had been buried alive before her eyes. Those who had 

done this to him had warned him before that he was not to continue his activities as local elder and to 

visit his members and encourage them. They didn't want him to be praying with people or reading the 

Bible with them. He told them that he couldn't heed their orders. He said it was his responsibility as a 

follower of Christ to continue his work. For disobeying them, they buried him alive. Regardless of 

whether you think he was right or wrong about pushing that issue, it says something about the quality 

of his devotion. 

While his wife was standing there watching them bury her husband, they turn to her and say, "Now we 

hope you have learned a lesson because what has happened to him is going to happen to you if you do 

this." She said, "Well, I'm sorry, but I'm going to pick up where my husband left off. We are a 

community of people and we will pray and study together." Apparently they haven't followed through 

on their threats to her. When I heard that, however, I thought how Jesus' descriptions in the Beatitudes 

have come to fruition in this woman and her husband. You move from the beginning of accepting 

Jesus' call to discipleship down through and the end result very often is persecution. You run against 

the grain of the world and cause friction. It is unavoidable. 
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But Jesus says to such people, "Rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven." The true 

disciple says, "If I am to die then let me die not because of stress making money or because of eating 

too much improper food. If I am to die, let me die for Christ. Not for the company. Not for my appetite. 

Let me die for Christ." 

Oh, the bliss of those who love the Lord Jesus. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



